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PREFACE. ( 


AND. it is as dangerous to the people; for whatever’ mifs 
' earriages there are, no-body can be punifhed for them; for 
they ju(tify themfelves by a fign manual, or perhaps a private 
direGtion from the king; and then we have run it fo far, that 
we cannot follow it. The confequence of this muft be con- 
tinual heart-burnings between king and people; and no one 
can fee the event. 


: | 
ABRIDGMENT, &c. 


IF a man doubts whether a {tanding army is flavety, popery, 
mahometifm, paganifm, atheifm, free-thinking, or any thing . 
which they pleafe, let him read, 

Firft, 














Firft, The ftory of Matho and Spendius at Carthage, and the 
Mamalukes of Egypt. 

Secondly, The hiftories of Strada and Bentivolio, whiere he 
will find what work nine thoufand Spaniards made in the 
feventeen provinces, though the country was full of fortified 
towns, poflefled by the low country ‘lords, and they had af- 
fiftance from Germany, England, and France. 

Thirdly, The hiftory of Philip de Commines, where he will 
find that Lewis XIth enflaved the vaft country of France, with 
25,000 men, and that the raifing 500 horfe by Philip of Bur-_ 
gundy, furnamed The Good, was the ruin of thofe pro-— 
vinces. 

Fourthly, Ludlow’s Memoirs, where he will find that an 
army raifed to defend our liberties made footballs of that par- 
liament, at whofe aétions all Europe ftood. amazed, and in a 
few years fet up ten forts of government contrary to the genius of 
the whole nation, and the opinion of half their own body ; fuch 
is the influence of a general over'an atmy, that he can make 
them act, like a piece of mechanifm, whatever their pate 
opinions are. 

Laftly, Let him read the arguments againft a ftanding army, 
the Difcourfe concerning Militias, the Militia Reformed, and 
the anfwers to them ; but Jeft all this fhould not fatisfy him, I 
willhere give a fhort hiftory of ftanding armies in England ; I 
will trace this myftery of iniquity from the beginning, and fhew 
the feveral fteps by which it has crept upon:us. 

The firft footfteps I find of a ftanding army in England fince 
the Romans left the ifland were in Richard the fecond’s time, 
who raifed 4000 archers in Chefhire, and fuffered them <to 
plunder, live upon free quarter, heat, wound, ravifh, and kill 
wherever they went; and afterwards he called a parliament, 
encompaffed them with his archers, forced them to give up the 
whole power of parliaments, and make it-treafon to endeavour 
to repeal any of the arbitrary conftitutions that were then made: 
but being afterwards obliged togo to Ireland to fupprefs a re- 


bellion 





( ¢) 
bellion there, the people took advantage of it, and dethroned 
him. 

The nation had fuch a fpecimen in his reign of a ftanding 
army, that I do not find any king from him to Charles the 
firft, that attempted keeping up any forces in time of peace, 
except the yeomen of the guard, who were conftituted by Henry 
the feventh. And though there were feveral armies raifed in 
that time for French, Scotch, Irifh, and other foreign and do- 
meftic wars, yet they were conftantly difbanded as foon as the 
occafion wasover. And in all the wars of York and Lancafter, 
whatever party prevailed, we do not find they ever attempted to 
keep up a ftanding army. 

In the year 1602 died queen Elizabeth, and with her all the 
virtue of the Piantagenets and Tudors: fhe made. the Englifh 
glory found through the whole earth ; fhe firft taught her country 
the advantages of trade, fet bounds to the ambition of France 
and Spain, affifted the Dutch, but would neither permit them 
or France to build any great fhips ; kept the keys of the Maes 
and Scheld in her own hands ; and died with an uncontrouled 
dominion of the feas, and arbitrefs of Chriftendom. All this 
fhe did-with a revenue not exceeding 300,000l. per annum, 
and had but inconfiderable taxes from her people. 

No fooner was king- James come to the crown, but all the 
reputation we had acquired in her glorious’ reign was cclipfed, 
and we became the fcorn of all nations about us, contemned 
even by that ftate we had created. He fquandered the public 
treafure, difeountenanced all the great men who were raifed in 
the glorious reign of his predeceffor, cut off Sir Walter Rafeigh’s 
head, advanced favourites of his own, men of no merit, to the 
higheft preferment; . and to maintain their profufenefs, he 

. granted them monopolies, infinite projects, proftituted honours 
for money, raifed benevolerices and loans without authority of 
parliament. And whes thefe’ grievances were complained of 
there, he committed many of the principal members without 
bail or mainprize, as he did afterwards for prefuming to addrefs 
him againft the Spanifh match. He pardoned the Earl of So- 
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merfet andthis wife for Sir Thomas Overbury’s murder, after 
he had imprecated all the curfes of heaven upon himfelf and 
his pofterity. He permitted the proteftant intereft to be run 
down in Germany and France, while he was bubbled nine years 
together with the hopes of the Spanifh match, and a great for- 
tune. In this reign that ridiculous do@trine of kings being 
Jure Divino was coined, never before heard of even in the 
- Eaftern tyrannies. But our happinefs was, that this prince 
was a great coward, and hated the fight of a foldier; fo that 
he could not do much againft us by open force, At laft he died 
(as many have belieyed ) by poifon, to make room for his fon 
Charles I. 
This king was a great bigot, which made him the darling 
of the clergy ; but having no great reach of his own, and be- 
ing governed by the priefts ( who have-been always unfortunate 
when they have meddled with politics) with a true ecclefiaftic 
fury he drove on to the deftruétion of all the liberties of Eng- 
land. This king’s whole reign was one continued a& againtt 
the laws, He diffolved his firft parliament for prefuming to 
enquire into his father’s death, though he loft a great fum of 
money by it, which they had voted him: he entered at the 
fame time into a war with France and Spain, upon the private. 
piques of Buckingham, who managed them to the eternal dif- 
honour and reproach of the Englith nation. He delivered 
Pennington’s fleet into the French hands, betrayed the poor 
Rochellers, and fuffered the proteftant intereft in France to be 
quite extirpated, He raifed loads, excifés, coat and ¢pnduc 
money, tonnage and poundage, knighthoods, and thip money, 
without authority of parliament ; imprifoned great numbers of 
of the moft confiderable gentry and merchants for not paying 
his arbitrary taxes; fome he fent, beyond fea, and the poorer 
fort he preffed for foldiers. He kept foldiers upan free quarter, 
_ and executed martial law upon them, He erected arbitrary 
courts, and inlarged others, as the high commiffion-court, the 
{tar-chamber, court of honour, court of requeft, &c. and un- 
{peakable oppreflions were committed jn them, even to men 
of 
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of the firft quality. He fupported all his arbitrary minifters 
againft the parliament, telling them he wondered at the foolifh 
impudence of any one to think he would part with the meanett 
of his fervants upon their account: and indeed in his fpeeches, 
or rather menaces, he treated them like his footman, calling 
them undutiful, feditious, and vipers. He brought unheard-of 
innovations into the church; preferred men of arbitrary prin- 
ciples, and inclinable to popery: he difpenfed with the laws 
againft papifts, and both encouraged and preferred them. He 
called no parliament for twelve years together, and in that time 
governed as arbitrary as the Grand Seignior. It is endlefs to 
enumerate all the oppreffions of his reign; but having no army 
to fupport him, his tyranny was pre¢arious, and at laft ter- 
minated in his ruin. Though he extorted great fums from the 
people, yet it was with fo much difficulty, that it did him little 
good; befides, he fpent fo much in foolifh wars and expeditions, 
that he was always behind-hand, yet he often attempted io 
yaife an army. 

Upon pretence of the Spanifh and French war he raifed ma- 
ny thoufand men, who lived upon free quarter, and robbed and 
deftroyed wherever they came. But being unfuccefsful in his 
wars abread, and prefled by the clamours of the people at home, 
he was forced to difband them. In 1627 he fent over 30,0001. 
to Holland, to raife 3000 German horfe, to force his arbitrary 
taxes; but this matter taking wind, and'being examined by 
the parliament, orders were fent to countermand them. In 
the 15th year of his reign he gave a commiffion to Strafford to 
raife 8000 Irifh, to be brought into England; but before they 
could get hither, the Scots were in arms for the like oppreffions, 
and marched into Northumberland, which forcing him to call 
a parliament, prevented that defign, and fo that army was dif- 
handed. Soon after he raifed an army in England to oppofe 
the Scots, and tampered with them to march to London, and 
diffolve the parliament: but this army being compofed far the 
moft part of the militia, and the matter being communicated to 
the houfe, the defign came to nothing. After this there was a 
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pacification between the king and the Scots; -and in purfuance 
of it both armies were difbanded: then he went to Scotland, 
and endeavoured to prevail with them to invade England ;' but 
that not doing, he fent a meflage to the parliament, defiring 
their concurrence in the raifing 3000 Irith, to be lerit to the 
king of Spain; to which the parliament refafed to confent, be- 
lieving hé would made another .ufe of them. ‘When he came 
back to London, he picked 3 or 400. diffolute ‘fellows out of ta- 
verns, gaming and brothel-houfes, ‘kept a table for them; and: 
with this goodly guard, all armed, he entered the Houfe of 
Commons,’ fat down in: the fpeaker’s chair, demanding the 
delivery of five rnembérs ; but the citizens coming down by 
land and water with mufquets upon their fhoulders to defend 
the Parliament, he attempted no further, This feyenraged the 
houfe, that they chofe a guard to defend themfelves againft fu- 
ture infults; and the king foon after left London. 

Then the civil wars broke out between him and _ his peoples 
in which many bloody battles were fought. At laft, by the 
fate of the war, the king became a prifoner, and the parlia- 
ment treated with him while in that cordition; and at the 
fame time voted, that fome part of the army fhould be difban- 
' ded, and others fent to Ireland to reduce that kingdom; upon 
which the army chofe agitators among themfelves, who prefent.. 
ed a petition to both houfes, that they would proceed to fettle 
the affairs of the kingdom, and declare that no part of the army 
fhould be difbanded till that was done. But finding their’ 
petition refented, they fent and feized the king’s perfon from 
the parliament’s commiffioners, drew up a charge of high trea. 
fon againft eleven principle members, for endeavouring to dif- 
band the army, entered into a private treaty with the king ; but’ 
he not complying with their demands they feized London; and 
notwithftanding the parliament had voted the king’s conceffions: 
aground fora future fettlement, they refolved to put him to death, 
and ia order thereto purged the houfc, as they called it, that 
is placed guards upon them, and excluded all members that 
were for agreeing with the king ; and-then they cut off his head,’ 

After 
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After this they let.the parliament. govern for five years, wha 
made their mame famous through the whole cath, scanquered 
‘their. enemies, in, Eegland,. Seotlands! dnd Ireland 3 reduced the 
kingdom, of Rortugal to theiriown ternjs:;:recovered our reputa- 
tion .at fea ; overcame the Dutch im feveral famous battles; fe- 
cured.our trade; #indurhanaged: thie pubbic:cxpences with 'fo much 
frugality, -that -no eftates were gained -by private men upon the 
public miferies ; and at laft were pafling an act for theiriowa 
diffolution, and fering the nation tn acfree and impartial :com- 
monwealth ;,ef- whith the — — it nevef- 
fary to diffoive, them: ’ 

When they;had-done this' atts: the ecenabitiok officers fe: supa 
new form:af government, and chofé.a' certain ‘nuniber of: per- 
fons .out .of;,every county and city of England, ‘Scotland, and 
Ireland; andithefe\they invefted }with:-the fupreme power, ‘but 
foon’ after expelled them, arid then:\Gromwel ‘fet up ‘himfelf 
and framed a new jinftrument of government, ‘by a ‘protector 
and a beufe of commons, ‘in: purfuance of which ‘he called’a par- 
liament. But ‘they ‘not anfwering his expectations, he ex: 
cluded all that. would not fubfcribe his inftrument ; ‘and'thofe 
. that remained, ‘not proving for'his purpofe neither, he diffolved 
them. He then divided England into feveral diftri€ts or divi_ 
fions, and placed major generals or »intendants over them, *who 
governed like fo many bafhaws, decimating the cavaliers, and 
raifing taxes-at their pleafure. Then forfooth he hada mind to 
make himfelf king, and called another parliament to that pur- 
pofe, after his-ufual. manner fecluding fuch members as he did 
not like. To this ‘affembly he offered another inftrument of 
government, which was by a reprefentative of ‘the people, a 
fecond houfe compofed of feventy members'in the nature of.a 
houfe of lerds, ‘anda fingle perfon ; and left a blank for what 
name he fhould-be called, which this worthy affembly filled up 
with that of king, addreffed to Cromwel that he would be pleaf- 
ed to accept it, and gave him power to nominate the members 
of the other houfe.. This the great officers of the army refent- 
ed, for it deftroyed all their hopes of being tyrants in their turn, 
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and therefore addreffed the patliament againft the power and 
government of a king, which made Cromwel decline that title, 
and content himfelf with a greater power under the name of 
ProteGtor. Afterwards he named the other houfe, as it was 
called, for the moft part out of the officers of the army; but 
even this parliament not pleafing him, he diffolved them in 4 
fury, and governed the nation without any parliament at all 


. till he died. 


After his death, the army fet up his fon Richard, who called 
a new parliament; but their proceedings being not ‘agreable to 
the humour of the foldiery, they forced the protetor to dif. 


folve them ; then they depofed him, and took the power into” 


their own hands; but being unable to weild it, they reftored 
the commonwealth, and foon after expelled them again, be- 
caufe they would not fettle the military fword independent of 
the civil; then they governed the nation by a council of war, 
and chofe a committe of fafety for the executive part of the 
government ; but that whim lafted but a little time before they 
chofe confervators of liberty; and that not doing neither, they 
agreed that every regiment, fhould choofe two reprefentatives, 
and .this worthy council fhould fettle the nation; when they 
met, fometimes they were for calling a new parliament, fome- 
times for reftoring the old, which was at laft done. By this 
means all things fell into confufion. 

This is a true and lively example of a government with an 
army ; an army that was raifed in the caufe, and for the fake of 
liberty ; compofed fos the moft part of men of religion and fo- 


briety. If this army could commit fuch violences upon a par~ * 


liament always fuccefsful, that had acquired fo much reputation 
both at home and abroad, at a time when the whole people 
were trained in arms, and the pulfe of the nation beat high for 
liberty, what are we to expect, if in a-future age an ambitious 
prince fhould arife with a diffolute and debauched army, a flat- 
tering clergy, a proftitute miniftry, a bankrupt houfe of lords, 
a penfioner houfe of commons, and a flavifh and corrupted 
nation ? 


IY ADR 
(To be continued.) 
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